The,

Please support The Flyer advertisers! =

Unlike a bank, we return our

profits back to our members

Join
Great rates & services
¢ Free Checking
¢ Free Online Banking
* Free ATM Transactions*

* VISA Credit Cards
¢ College Scholarships

regular soft drink
or coffee

with purchase

www.panera-ohio.com

% Other financial institutions surcharges may apply

Fairmont High School Library
Hours of Operation
Monday and Wednesday
During Lunch

FIR s TDAY Town & Country Shopping Center

937-222-4546 Ext. 1503
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION Hours of Operation
@ Weekdays 10:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Rt G Saturday 9:00 a.m. - Noon
........ www.firstdayfcu.org

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER




March 26, 2010

"The first of April is the day we
remember what we are the other 364
days of the year." — Mark Twain

Some of us take
April Fools Day
pretty seriously

By Kevin O'Donnell
Staff Writer

April brings plenty of good things: good weather, Easter bunnies
and especially spring break. But for millions around the world, April holds
something far more sacred: April Fools Day.

On this day, friends, family, co-workers and neighbors scheme to have
a laugh at each other’s expense. The spring air fills with laughter at those
who have turned a syrup-coated doorknob or screamed at the sight of a
rubber spider. Some religiously observe this holiday, treating practical joking
as aritual.

Fairmont students partake in the festivities, too. When Gifted Education
teacher Beth Wells took 30 students to Cleveland for a competition, it
slipped her mind that the last day of the competition fell on April 1.

The group stopped to shop and a clerk asked Wells if she was with
Kettering City Schools. “She said | needed to talk with the manager because
one of my students had been caught shoplifting! | couldn’t believe it! | threw
down everything in my arms and raced to the front of the store,” said Wells.
“Then | hear from the back of the store: ‘APRIL FOOLS, MRS. WELLS!" It
was a good one. They got me.”

With any prank, there’s always a fine
line between entertaining the victim and
harming or humiliating them. Anyone can
trip a person or put a “kick me” sign on
somebody’s back, but a well-thought-out
prank leaves the prankster AND the prankee laughing. An ingenious prank
takes planning and imagination, but sometimes simple beats elaborate.

For example, take “Sheila’s Broom” from the British show, Candid
Camera. A seemingly harmless elderly woman is sweeping a quiet sidewalk,
but whenever someone passes by, she lands a broom on their rump. When
the shocked pedestrians turn around to identify their “attacker,” all they see
is a sweet old woman sweeping the walk. They chuckle and move on.

Walter Barnett, who produced a hidden camera show called The Jamie
Kennedy Experiment, says there’s no formula to a good prank. “It's certainly
an art, and it's a people skill to know the right prank to play on the right
person,” he said.

Part of the spirit of April Fools Day lies in exposing gullibility. This is one
of my guilty pleasures. My ex-girlfriend fondly remembers her first dinner
with my family, during which | convinced her that our entrée would be the
family dog, Sidney. She was not amused.

For the O’Donnell household, April Fools Day is observed almost more
religiously than Easter, with practical jokes as our rituals. To this day, | check
my sock drawer for the “ancient family heirloom” that has been known to
mysteriously appear there — a fake severed arm.

Pranksterism runs in the blood, as a certain grandmother’s college
roommate will attest. This grandmother, who asked to go unnamed, placed
a bust of Venus in her friend’s bed with a cigarette taped to its mouth. The
roommate screamed bloody murder, and grandma was promptly suspended.

The first of April will always be a day to let our mischievous sides shine
and get a good laugh. But it means more than just that. Having a sense
of humor has helped me through a lot of things, and it certainly makes
everyday life more enjoyable. April Fools Day is a time to set all seriousness
aside and recognize that sometimes life needs a little mischief.

See ODonnell's
column in its
entirety online!
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Seniors help seniors during OGT week

This year, instead
of sleeping in, some
members of the
senior class par-
ticipated in Seniors
Helping Seniors
during OGT week.
Students volun-
teered in a variety
of activities. At right,
senior Melody Sny-
der shows a visi-
tor to the Lathrem
Senior Center how
to use a Wii. Activities Director Jenny Borchers hopes that
this program continues for many years to come.

Twitter becomes
a huge phenomenon
Why are celebrities flocking to get Twitters? What is a

Twitter? Find out what the craze over Twitter is all about and
what students are saying about this fad.

Students prep
for ‘Sweeney Todd'

Fairmont will put on the musical Sweeney Todd this year.
Find out what the cast and director have to say about the
spring musical.

See more at www.fairmontflyer.com.

SPORTS

Winter sports end on a good note for Fairmont

Check the website for a winter sports
wrap-up. Many teams and athletes
made it far in post-season play. See
quotes from athletes in every sport and
learn who won end-of-season awards.
Also, check the website to see winter
sports photos!

Other photos online include:
* Blood Drive photos
* Anew Student Life section

On the cover: The Abby Galbreath
swimming photo was taken by Monica
Wagner, and the Jake Sage wrestling
photo was taken by Michelle Post.

Galbreath makes a splash this swimming season

Senior Abby Galbreath has left her mark on Fairmont swimming. Galbreath
has broken records and captured a State title this year. Learn more about

Galbreath in our personality profile.

Check out more sports at www.fairmontflyer.com!
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Kettering Schools
seek new levy in May

Kettering City Schools will be trying
to pass a new operating levy on
May 4. What will it mean for the
district if this doesn't pass, and why
is it important? See what the
superintendent and some concerned
citizens have to say.

'Fate' by Dr. Dog

'Alice in Wonderland' Movie
Review

'Cracked Rear View' by Hootie
and the Blowfish

'Enemy of the World' by Four
Years Strong

'She's Out of My League' Movie
Review
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