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SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE
Thank you for taking the time to learn
about the many things that make the
Kettering City School District such a
special place for young people to learn,
grow, serve and thrive. As you will see
when you peruse the pages of this piece,
the 2015-16 school year was a busy one.
There was a definite sense of excitement as we started
the year with the full implementation of our Straight A
state grant and the 1:1 initiative, whereby every student
was provided with a tablet or Chromebook, where
classroom technology reached new heights and where
our libraries were transformed into 21st-century high-tech
learning centers.
From a growing preschool program to kindergarten
readiness efforts, to a state-modeled special education
program to an ever-increasing emphasis on providing
students at all grade levels with hands-on STEM
opportunities that will prepare them for college and the
workforce, we are committed to fostering excellence in
educational opportunities for every child who comes
through our doors.
Throughout this Quality Profile, you will also see the
important role that visual and performing arts programs
play in the overall quality of education that students
here in Kettering receive. For the fourth year in a row,
Kettering has been named a “Best Communities for Music
Education,” testament to the fact that our community
understands and supports strong music programs for
our students.

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Kettering Residents:
We are pleased to welcome you to the Kettering City School
District’s 2016 Quality Profile and thank you for your interest
in learning more about all of the great things that took place
during the 2015-16 school year.
As you look through this publication, you will see a
wonderful representation of success stories in academics,
in athletics, with our special needs students, with the many
clubs and activities we offer to students, with our visual and
performing arts programs and with the sense of service that
permeates our student body from the elementary, to the
middle, to the high school levels.
We would like to take this opportunity to extend our sincere
gratitude to the entire Kettering community for your support
of the district’s Permanent Improvement Levy in March 2016.
We cannot say it enough. The many opportunities available
to every child in the Kettering City Schools are possible
only because you, the citizens of our community, continue
to support excellence in instructional programming and
extracurricular activities, talented and experienced staff and
school/community facilities that are second-to-none. Thank
you for this support.
Continuing to focus on school safety was a part of the
March P.I. Levy, and we want to reiterate our complete
commitment to making sure our schools and facilities are
as safe as possible. This is, and always will be, a top priority
for our administration and for your Board of Education.

Thank you to the Kettering community for your support
of the district’s Permanent Improvement Levy last March.
Passage of this P.I. Levy will allow us to make some muchneeded upgrades and repairs to district facilities and
to put in place a much more cost-efficient plan for the
ongoing maintenance of these facilities.

As a board, we certainly pay attention to the results of our
district State Report Card. We can all agree that the results on
our latest Report Card may not be where we would like them
to be. In true Kettering fashion, our directors, our principals
and our teachers began the current school year committed
to looking for things that we can do to improve on our test
scores and to continually push for excellence, a hallmark of
education in the Kettering City Schools.

On behalf of the administration and staff of the Kettering
City Schools, thank you for valuing a quality public school
system. Good Schools are the foundation of a Good Community.
I sincerely hope you take great pride in knowing that it is
the support of our great community that assures great
schools and opportunities for all of our young people.
As always, I am happy to hear from you if you have
comments or suggestions about your schools.

We are excited to see the new opportunities that continue
to be made available to our students. From the new Fire
Science Career Tech Program that will be in place for the
fall of 2017, to summer enrichment programs that our
elementary students are able to experience, to increased
honors and STEM opportunities for our middle school
students...Kettering remains one of the finest school
systems in Ohio.

L. Scott Inskeep
Superintendent
scott.inskeep@ketteringschools.org
(937) 499-1430

Our district leadership is working hard, and creatively, to
bring about savings for our taxpayers. We fully support
these efforts and have charged our superintendent, our
treasurer and the Central Staff with continuing to look for
ways to “do more with less” and to always be good stewards
of taxpayer dollars.
Thank you again for your support of the Kettering City
Schools. As always, please feel free to contact any of your
Board of Education members with any comment, concerns
or suggestions for your Kettering City Schools.
BOARD OF EDUCATION
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Lori Simms-Parks, President
Jennifer Kane, Vice President
Jim Ambrose | George Bayless | Julie Ann Gilmore

MISSION & VISION
The mission of Kettering City Schools, in partnership with the family and community,
is to guarantee a superior educational experience for all students by providing
a positive and innovative learning environment while responsibly utilizing resources.
To develop their
individual talents

To graduate with skills
to attain a career goal

To become
contributing citizens

Beavertown Elementary

J.E. Prass Elementary

Greenmont Elementary

Southdale Elementary

Indian Riffle Elementary

Kettering Middle School

John F. Kennedy Elementary

Van Buren Middle School

Oakview Elementary

Fairmont High School

2700 Wilmington Pike, 45419
Mike Kozarec, Principal
mike.kozarec@ketteringschools.org............................937-499-1740

1 E. Wren Circle, 45420
Brian Zawodny, Principal
brian.zawodny@ketteringschools.org..........................937-499-1850

3090 Glengarry Drive, 45420
Debbie Beiter, Principal
debbie.beiter@ketteringschools.org............................937-499-1720

5030 Polen Drive, 45440
Monica Butcher, Principal
monica.butcher@ketteringschools.org........................937-499-1830

4001 Ackerman Blvd., 45429
Sarah Adams, Principal
sarah.adams@ketteringschools.org.............................937-499-1870

2601 Parklawn Drive, 45440
Valerie Dupler, Principal
valerie.dupler@ketteringschools.org...........................937-499-1780

1200 W. Dorothy Lane, 45409
Jay Borchers, Principal
jay.borchers@ketteringschools.org..............................937-499-1890

3000 Glengarry Drive, 45420
Brian Snyder, Principal
brian.snyder@ketteringschools.org.............................937-499-1550

3775 Shroyer Road, 45429
Jeff Blakley, Principal
jeff.blakley@ketteringschools.org.................................937-499-1800

3301 Shroyer Road, 45429
Tyler Alexander, Principal
tyler.alexander@ketteringschools.org.........................937-499-1601
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Orchard Park Elementary

600 E. Dorothy Lane, 45419
Micki Ambrose, Principal
micki.ambrose@ketteringschools.org..........................937-499-1910

Kettering Early Childhood Education Center

2600 Holman Street, Moraine, 45439
Cindy Smith, Coordinator
cindy.smith@ketteringschools.org...............................937-499-1450
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FISCAL ACCOUNTABILITY

COST-SAVING MEASURES

The Kettering City School District and
Treasurer/CFO Daniel Schall received
the Ohio Auditor of State Award
with Distinction for excellence in
financial reporting for the 2015
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report.

In 2015, the district developed a 10-year financial plan designed to
guide the district in making sound, responsible spending decisions,
while also preserving the educational excellence that is a Kettering
tradition. With the implementation of this plan, the district has been
able to realize significant savings to the General Fund that will put off
the need to ask voters for new operating dollars until at least 2019:

Actual Healthcare Savings...................... $2,557,584
Actual Operating Budget Savings .......... $2,628,279
Medicaid Filing **..................................... $1,776,620
General Fund Relief ***........................... $1,300,000
**

Reimbursement for therapy and assessments provided to
Medicaid-eligible special education students.

*** Passage of the 3.4-mill P.I. Levy in March will allow the
district to move P.I. purchases that had been made from
the General Fund to the P.I. Fund.

AS PROMISED!
With the approval by Kettering voters of a 3.4-mill
Permanent Improvement Levy last March, the current
0.6-mill Permanent Improvement Levy that is currently in
place will be dropped from the tax roll on January 1, 2017.
Moody’s Investor Service, the bond credit rating arm of the Moody’s
Corporation, awarded the Kettering City Schools with an AA2 rating,
an excellent rating for a public school district. According to KCS
Treasurer/CFO, Daniel Schall, the bonds that were already in place
after the district passed its 2002 Bond Issue will be refinanced and,
due to the district’s excellent credit rating, the interest on those
bonds will from from 4.3 percent to 2 percent.
In addition, the AA2 credit rating will result in very low interest rates
on the funds the district borrows against anticipated tax revenue from
the passage of March’s Permanent Improvement Levy. “The interest
rate is lower than the rate of inflation, so it is actually a cost-savings
measure to borrow the funds needed to move ahead with the projects
outlined when the district placed the P.I. Levy on the ballot last
spring than to wait and do these projects at a later date,” says Schall.

Kettering elementary students have the
opportunity to immerse themselves in
STEM-based projects and activities at StarBase, an educational
outreach program at Wright Patterson Air Force Base.

SPENDING DATA

2016 REVENUE BREAKDOWN
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AMOUNT

Taxes
Tuition/Transportation

2016 REVENUE BREAKDOWN
Other

PERCENTAGE

51,762,149.00

57%

769,614.00

1%

State

Tan Personal

Rollback

6,501,514.00

7% Tan Personal
Prop
Tax
Prop
Tax

TPP Reimbursement

4,516,873.00

5%

Tan Personal Prop Tax

8,491,062.00

9%

State

15,900,750.00

18%

Other

3,003,027.00

3%

TOTAL

90,944,989.00

TPP Reimbursement

Rollback
Tuition/Transportation

Taxes

FISCAL ACCOUNTABILITY

“Your exemplary reporting
serves as the standard for
clean, accountable government,
representing the highest
level of service to Ohioans.”

Kettering
Commits Majority
of Spending to
Classroom Instruction

DAVE YOST, AUDITOR OF STATE

D

28.7%
DISTRICT

What percent
of funds are
spent on classroom
instruction?

71.3%

71.3%
31.0%
COMPARISON
GROUP

&
How does this
district rank in
comparison to
other districts
of similar size?

69.0%

32.8%

11 out
of 48

STATE

67.2%

A RANK OF 1 INDICATES THE
HIGHEST PERCENT SPENT ON
CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION.

2016 EXPENSE BREAKDOWN
AMOUNT

2016 EXPENSE BREAKDOWN
Technology

PERCENTAGE

Salaries

52,213,223.00

60%

Benefits

22,287,511.00

25%

5
Curriculum/Spec Ed

4,073,597.00

5%

Business

3,580,817.00

4%

964,253.00

1%

4,054,300.00

5%

Technology
Other/Overhead
TOTAL

87,173,701.00

Classroom Instruction
Non-Classroom Instruction

Curriculum/Spec Ed

Business

Other/Overhead
Salaries

Benefits
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SERVICE AND PARTNERSHIPS
[1]

Service – an act of
helpful activity; help; aid

LIGHT THE NIGHT WALK
Members of Fairmont High School’s DECA
raised $1,866.58 for the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society, bringing a 15-year
total to close to $40,000 in donations.

Students of all ages in the Kettering City Schools are committed to service.
We thank the Kettering community and the many businesses, service groups
and faith-based organizations whose support of our student’s efforts
allows for them to give back to the community.
We are also fortunate in the Kettering City Schools to have many partners
whose gifts of time, talent, funds and supplies benefit students across the
district in so many ways.
We can’t possibly name every
partner who contributes so
graciously to our schools
and our students, but know
that each and every one
of you is appreciated!

[2]

FOOD DRIVE
Fairmont collected a record 7,000
food items, which were donated to the
“Neighbor-To-Neighbor Food Pantry”
and the South Community Pantry.
Students across the district participate
in these efforts, collecting food items
at their schools and donating them to
Fairmont’s Food Drive.

[3]

SENIORS HELPING SENIORS
Fairmont seniors committed to
volunteering for 10 weeks at the
Carlyle House and the Terraces, doing
everything from crafts to helping with
gardening to reading to the residents.

[4]

VETERAN’S PLAZA

3

8

Fairmont’s Spirit Chain 2015 made
a $10,000 donation toward the new
Veteran’s Plaza at Delco Park, where
members of USB were guests of honor
at the groundbreaking that was
held in November 2015.

[5]

BOOKMOBILE
Students enjoy a book reading during
one of the Dayton Montgomery County
Library Bookmobile stops in Kettering.

9

[6]

10

6

1

11

GIRL’S ON THE RUN
“Inspires girls to be joyful, healthy and
confident...” Girls on the Run clubs, like
this one at Oakview Elementary, teach
life skills through creatively incorporating
running into a fun curriculum.

SERVICE AND PARTNERSHIPS
[7]

SOUTHDALE STRONG
The Southdale Strong Committee was
able to present an $8,000 check to
Dayton Children’s Hospital, through
proceeds raised at the Spring 2016
Southdale Strong community event.

[8]

VICTORIA’S SECRET
Since opening its call center in 1994,
Victoria’s Secret Direct has provided
hundreds of volunteers who come to
John F. Kennedy Elementary each week
and tutor and mentor the students.
Victoria’s Secret also sponsors
JFK’s Muse Machine program.

[9]
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SPIRIT CHAIN
Kettering once again captured the
Spirit Chain title, raising $83,200 to
benefit the Kettering Backpack Program,
Kettering Clean Care, Kettering
Veterans and Inventors Plaza
Campaign and Be Free Dayton.

[ 10 ]

JR. OPTIMIST CLUB

4

5

The Orchard Park Jr. Optimist Club
began a project whereby they are
creating a video library for children at
Dayton Children’s Hospital. Jr. Optimist
members used iPads to record their
fellow members reading the books aloud
while showing the pictures to the viewer.

[ 11 ]

BLOOD DRIVES
Yogurt and cookies are the perfect
7
pick-me-up after
donating blood.
Fairmont High School hosted two
Community Blood Center blood drives
in the 2015-2016 school year and
registered 407 donors, the 2nd highest
number of donors among the 118 high
schools in CBC’s 15-county service area.

2
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ACADEMICS & TECHNOLOGY

100%

Orchard Park, Beavertown and
Prass schools participated in the
OCHO Project. OCHO stands

of students at Kettering and
Van Buren middle schools
participated in the Project Lead
the Way (PLTW) Gateway courses
to engage in the exploration
of STEM concepts and careers

The project, created by author
Marilyn Perlyn who wrote “The
Biggest and Brightest: The Magic of
Helping Others,” is a literary based
character-building program that
underscores the joys of reading for
young people. Plans are to expand
the OCHO Project into additional
elementary buildings each year.

Fairmont High School was
once again named to the
AP Honor Roll, which recognizes
schools across the U.S. and Canada
who increase access to AP courses
for underrepresented students,
while simultaneously maintaining
or increasing the percentage of
students earning AP exam
scores of “3” or higher.

for “Opportunities for
Children to Help Others.”

“IB is well-known to us for
excellent preparation. Success in
an IB programme correlates
well with success at Harvard.
We are always pleased to see
the credentials of the IB Diploma
Programme on the transcripts.
Marilyn McGrath Lewis
Director of Admissions
Harvard University

13

number of graduates
successfully completing
the prestigious
International Baccalaureate
(IB) Diploma Program
Students at Kettering and
Van Buren middle schools earned
255 high school credits through
World Language, Introduction to
Literature, Geometry and Algebra I
8

6.3
million

$

SCHOLARSHIP DOLLARS EARNED
BY THE

Class of
2016

Created by the National Inventors
Hall of Fame, Camp Invention
is a week-long summer camp
that focuses on creativity,
innovation, real-world problem
solving and the spirit of invention.
More than 200 Kettering
students in grades 1-4
attended the camp this past
summer. The camp is staffed
by Kettering teachers who provide
a STEM curriculum that can then
be mirrored in their classrooms,
and Fairmont students serve
as camp “counselors.”

The 2015 edition of Aerie,
Fairmont High School’s literary
magazine, received an

“Excellent”

rating from the National Council
of Teachers of English through
its Program to Recognize
Excellence in Literary Magazines.

The district introduced ST Math
at the elementary level.
ST Math is game-based
instructional software for K-12
and is designed to boost math
comprehension and proficiency
through visual learning.

ACADEMICS & TECHNOLOGY

SCAN TO SEE WHY

34

FAIRMONT IS FOR YOU!

number of seniors
who graduated with
a GPA of 4.0 or better

OR CONTACT 937.499.1602
The district’s state

The third-annual Kindergarten
Extravaganza held on April 7 at
Indian Riffle provided more than
130 Kettering preschoolers and their
families with handson, fun activities
in reading,
writing, math
and science.
Kids got to
take a lot
of free stuff
home too, so
the fun and
learning could
continue! The
extravaganza brings
Kettering community childcare
providers, the Kettering library
branches and Kettering Schools’
staff together to help support
families and children in recognizing
the social and academic skills that
will ensure a successful transition to
Kindergarten.

“Straight A” grant

was fully implemented during
the 2015-16 school year, allowing
for 1:1 Chromebooks or tablets
for every student in grades
kindergarten-12 and a wide
variety of technology resources
and equipment in Kettering
classrooms and media centers.

The Fairmont High School Library
expanded its hours to

7 am-6:30 pm
to give students access to
library resources before and
after regular school hours.

The 22nd Annual Van Buren Kayak Races were held at the Wright State
University Natatorium. Students in the honors Integrated Science
class began collaborating on their boats the first week of
school, using STEM skills to research, design, build, and
test scale models, before building their actual
boats, using only cardboard and tape. The
students also had the opportunity
to tour the WSU College
of Engineering and
Computer Science
following the
races.
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SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES
Special Education Services

provide comprehensive
programming with instructional
support and related services to
students with special needs from
ages 3-22, including:

Alisa Kuzminski with the work
she created for the Art Exhibition
Transition Services held last spring.

ADULT TRANSITION PROGRAM

provides students who have enough credits to graduate
but have chosen to defer accepting their diplomas until
their 22nd birthday with opportunities to receive additional
training in vocational and independent-living skills.

Kettering is proud to collaborate with these sites to
provide students in Fairmont Industries and the Adult
Transition Program with vocational training opportunities:
• Kettering Medical Center
• Montgomery County
Administration Building
• Montgomery County
Mini University
• The Kettering
Backpack Program

• Preschool services for children
with identified special needs,
ages 3-5, provided in an
integrated setting with typically
developing classmates
• Individual and small-group
instruction
• Resource rooms and
specialized classes
• Sensory rooms

The Kettering City School District
is proud of all aspects of its
Special Education Services, from
the programs designed
to prepare our youngest
learners for kindergarten
and beyond, to our programs
designed to help high school
graduates transition into the
community and workforce.

A wide range of highly trained

staff provide occupational,
physical and speech and language
therapy services; adapted physical
education services; interpreter
services; and medical services.

Intervention specialists partner with general
education teachers in general ed classrooms to meet
the needs of children in grades kindergarten-12
FAIRMONT INDUSTRIES

• Clothes That Work
• D.L. Barnes/Board of
Education Building
• Montgomery County
Job Center
• Montgomery County
Animal Resource Center

combines instruction in academics with
hands-on learning activities that provide students
with opportunities to acquire skills that they
will use to successfully live in their communities
and move on to post-secondary education
or the workforce after high school.
 BUDDY PROGRAM – Students in
Fairmont Industries and students
educated in the general education
setting team up to enjoy several
after-school activities together,
such as bowling, watching
movies, enjoying pizza at a local
restaurant and playing laser tag.
Theresa Cunningham works with 
staff in the Kettering Medical Center
Gift Shop, where her tasks include
re-stocking the beverage coolers.

Irina Rohrer is hard-atwork getting the railing
spic-and-span as part of
her job duties working
in the Atrium Grille at
Kettering Medical Center

10

Students at Prass Elementary
School get together for a 5th-grade
farewell as they prepare to transition
to Kettering Middle School

INTEGRATED PRESCHOOL

The Kettering City School District
operates its Integrated Preschool
program at the Kettering Early
Childhood Education Center and
at Greenmont, Indian Riffle and
Oakview elementary schools
A total of 249 typically
developing preschoolers
and preschoolers with
identified special needs
are served at the four sites.
The Kettering Early Childhood
Education Center and
John F. Kennedy Elementary
School are also sites for
Pathfinders Preschool,
an early learning program
funded by the Ohio Department
of Education and operated by the
Kettering City School District.

Students in the preschool
program at the Kettering
Early Childhood Education
Center get safety tips from
the Kettering Transportation
Department’s Buster the Bus
during his visit to KECEC.

5-Star Step Up to Quality Rating – The Pathfinders Preschool programs at KECEC
and John F. Kennedy Elementary School have received the highest rating possible from
the Ohio Department of Education for Early Childhood Education (ECE) and Preschool
Special Education (PSE) programs. Each of the district’s remaining Integrated Preschool
sites has initiated the in-depth application process for star ratings by the ODE.
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CAREER TECH CENTER
Every year, career tech students from
throughout the Miami Valley have
the opportunity to compete in the

Sinclair Tech Prep Showcase.

Students develop contextual learning
projects for the Showcase based on
the skills and knowledge they have
gained in their Tech Prep classes. Once
again, students from the Fairmont
Career Tech Center dominated the
competition at the 2016 Tech Prep
Showcase that was held in April.
Fairmont’s Marketing Team
earned a “Best of Show” for
the highest overall project
score in the entire region.
Six teams captured
1st-place awards
Eight teams captured
2nd-place awards

For an unprecedented 7th time,
Fairmont’s Engineering students
won the Ohio Real World
Design Challenge and qualified
for the national competition.

12

Allied Health and
Biotechnology students
placed 1st, 2nd or 3rd in the
annual Health Occupations Students
of America (HOSA) state competition
and qualified for the international
competition that was held in Nashville.

10 Marketing and Business
Academy students earned
top-10 rankings in the state DECA
Competition, and four of these
students were top-3 finishers,
earning them a spot at the
international contest in Nashville.

Career Tech students earned important industry
credentials during the 2015-16 school year, including:
Nurse Aid Certificate (STNA) by students
in the Allied Health Tech Prep Program
Automotive Service Excellence (ASE certification)
by students in the Automotive Tech Prep Program

Two students in the Interactive Media
Tech Prep program were recognized
by the Ohio Valley Chapter of the
National Academy of Television Arts
& Sciences at its 2016 awards gala.
Brian Kinnison won an EMMY Award
for his music video production titled
“From the Day,” and Michaela Wells
earned an honorable mention as a
graphics animator for a composite of
her work.

Students in the Digital
Design Tech Prep program
captured the 1st-place,
2nd-place and three
honorable mention awards
in the annual AAA Traffic
Safety Poster Contest.
The Fairmont Career Tech Center
earned a “Straight-A” State Report
Card for the third year in a row.

Ethan Crago and Abigail Wilhelm placed
2nd at the Ohio DECA State Competition
in Financial Services Team Decision Making
and qualified to attend the International
DECA Career Development Conference
that was held in Nashville.

Adobe PhotoShop, InDesign and Illustrator certifications
by students in the Digital Design Tech Prep Program
National Center for Construction Education and Research (NCCER) and Carpentry I
certifications and 30-hour OSHA cards by students in the Construction Trades Tech Prep Program
12

Adobe PhotoShop and PremierePro certifications by students in the Interactive Media Tech Prep Program

41%

of the juniors and
seniors in Fairmont Career
Tech Center programs are also enrolled in at
least one International Baccalaureate (IB)
or Advanced Placement (AP) course

501,000

$

Scholarship awards earned by seniors
in Fairmont Career Tech programs

47%

of students in grades 9-12
participated in Career Tech semester
elective classes or in two-year Tech Prep programs

2016 Career Tech Center graduates earned
1,600 credit hours worth more than

158,000

$

Students in the Career Tech Center’s
Digital Design program collaborated with
staff from the City of Kettering’s Rosewood
Arts Center and the Habitat Environmental
Center to design a wrap for the Kaleidoscope
van. Kaleidoscope: Art and Nature of
Wheels is a mobile education program
delivering free, non-traditional project-based
learning to all Kettering youth.
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Students in the
Information
Technology
Program
inspect the
inner workings
of a laptop
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ATHLETICS
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ATHLETICS
Scholar Athlete

11 Athletes

Maggie
Berning

were named to Greater
Western Ohio Conference
All-Conference Teams

(SWIMMING)

Scholastic
All-American

Volleyball player

59

athletes
were named to
Greater Western
Ohio Conference
All-Division Teams

Brooke
Westbeld

WAS NAMED TO
GREATER WESTERN
OHIO CONFERENCE
ALL-DIVISION ATHLETE
OF THE YEAR

More than 100 junior and senior athletes
were recognized as Scholar Athletes
with a GPA of 3.25 or better.

MORE THAN

800

athletes
PARTICIPATE IN

29

HIGH SCHOOL

sports

More than 400 students participate in 13 Middle School Sports
ROGER DOWNING,
Fairmont High School’s
Boys Soccer Coach and
MATT HUGHES, Fairmont High
School’s Boys Tennis Coach
were named Greater Western
All-Division Coaches of the Year

15

Through the generosity of the Fairmont Athletic Boosters...
New scoreboards were purchased and installed on the
baseball and softball fields and at Fairmont Park Stadium.
Record boards were purchased and installed at the Fairmont Athletic Center.
The scoreboard at Chester A. Roush Stadium
received a major facelift and upgrade.

12 Athletes

representing
six teams competed
in State-Level
Contests
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MUSIC & PERFORMING ARTS
Fairmont’s Marching Firebirds –

270

members
strong – received a

SUPERIOR RATING at the Ohio Music

Educators Association State Finals
for the 18TH CONSECUTIVE YEAR

For the fourth year in a row,
Kettering has been chosen
as a Best Communities for
Music Education by the
National Association of
Music Merchants (NAMM)

Fusion and Eleventh Hour –
featured on the
“Best of High School Acapella”
2016 recording

for the first time
in school history,
nine Fairmont High School
music ensembles received
Superior ratings at Ohio
Music Education Association
adjudicated performances for
band, orchestra and choir.
These include the 6th-Period
Concert Band, the 2nd-Period
Concert Band, Symphonic Band,
Wind Ensemble, Concert Orchestra,
Philharmonia Orchestra, Symphony
Orchestra, Advanced Women’s
Choir and Symphonic Chorale.
No other high school in the State of
Ohio had this many ensembles receive
Superior ratings in OMEA adjudicated
performances in a single school year

Indian Riffle Elementary School’s Firebird Chorus has
auditioned and been selected three years in a row to perform
the “National Anthem” at a Dayton Dragons Game

16

Eleventh Hour was selected
to perform at the Ohio Music
Educators Association State
Conference and the American
Choral Directors Association
National Conference

More than

450

sixth graders participate in the
Instrumental Exploratory, a unique
program, where they have the
opportunity to explore their
interest in playing a variety
of musical instruments.

MUSIC & PERFORMING ARTS

Fairmont High School students have the
opportunity to perform in 13 curricular
bands, orchestras and choirs and an
additional 17 extracurricular ensembles.

Kettering’s music staff is recognized
on both the state and national levels
as exemplary educators and as a result,
regularly play host to a wide variety
of guest artists. During the 2015-16
school year, guest artists included The
Huntertones, The Section Quartet,
Musae, Christian Howes, Monroeville and
“The Sing-Off” runners-up, The Exchange.

60%
17

Music has a power of
forming the character,
and should therefore
be introduced into the
education of the young.
– ARISTOTLE

of students at Kettering and
Van Buren middle schools
participate in band, orchestra or choir

The Orff Ensemble at
Southdale Elementary School.
In Orff Schulwerk classrooms,
children begin with what
they do instinctively: Play!
Imitation, experimentation,
and personal expression
occur naturally as students
become confident, life-long
musicians and creative
problem solvers. The Orff
approach to teaching is a
model for optimal learning in
21st-Century classrooms.


 The Fairmont High School Theatre
Department was honored with

31 awards during

the 2016 DayTony
Awards for Theatre
ceremony, including
Outstanding Overall
Production for both the
fall play, “The Bad Seed,” and
the winter play, “The Odd Couple.”
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VISUAL ARTS
Students in grades 1-5 receive visual art
for one hour each week. The emphasis
is on a hands-on, “studio-based’
curriculum that engages students in
creative thinking and problem-solving
using manipulative materials.

Students in grades 6-8 are offered
visual art for one quarter each year.
Middle school art students also have
the opportunity participate in art clubs,
video clubs and a variety of contests and
university sponsored art scholarship
and summer camp programs.

Kettering Middle School
students, Cordellia Roy and
Lauren Patchett had artwork
selected for an OAEA state
exhibition that was held in
Columbus in March 2016 to
celebrate Youth Art Month.

Fairmont senior,
John Baldwin,
scored a “4” on
his AP3D Design
test, which is
acceptable for
college credit.

Kassie Strahler
Students from Beavertown, Orchard
Park, Indian Riffle and Southdale
elementary schools and Kettering
and Van Buren middle schools
contributed artwork to the Ohio
Art Education Association (OAEA)
Student Summer Exhibit, which was
held at the University of Dayton’s
Art Street. At the conclusion of the
exhibit, the artwork was moved to a
student art exhibit at the 2016 OAEA
Conference.

Artwork by
Kettering Middle
School student,
Sophia Roy. Sophia
and fellow KMS
students Cordellia
Roy and Liesl
Kushnerus were
selected for the
prestigious Dorothy
Myers Yeck summer
scholarship camp
that is held at the
Dayton Art Institute.

Four Fairmont students
received scholarships
to attend college-level
drawing classes at the
Wright State Academy of
Art held in WSU studios.
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The N2 Art Exhibit is held annually and honors excellence
in visual art for Kettering City School District art students
in grades 1-12. More than 600 pieces of student artwork
representing a variety of mediums are exhibited in the
Wayne Taylor Gallery at Fairmont High School, and the
community is encouraged to visit the gallery during the
month-long exhibition.

Van Buren Middle
School student,
Isabelle House, had
her watercolor and
mixed media painting
chosen for the 36th
Annual Young People’s
Art Exhibition,
sponsored by the
OAEA. The painting
was on exhibit at the
Rhodes State Office
Tower throughout
the month of March.

Cassidy Tayler

Three students exhibited
art with their art teachers,
Amy Powell, Patricia Boone
and Susan Bennett at “The
Teacher/Student Exhibit”
at Wright State University’s
“Stein Gallery”

VISUAL ARTS
Fairmont students are offered 12 different quality visual art classes,
including studio classes from beginning level to advanced levels in
drawing, painting, 2-D methods, crafts, ceramics and sculpture, as
well as in photo, darkroom and digital photography. Student may also
take both AP Studio Drawing, AP 3D Design, IB Visual Art, SL and HL
and a College Credit Plus course in Art Photo.

Kettering Middle School has four unique art
clubs, two for general education students,
one for students with disabilities who are
in the KMS Community Based program and
one for students with disabilities who are
in Fairmont Industries. These clubs serve
more than 110 young people every week.

Eight Fairmont
High School
students had work
selected for the
Congressional
Art Competition,
and Dylan Flaute’s
work, titled
“Clowns,” received
an honorable
mention in the
competition.

Indian Riffle
Elementary
art teacher,
Kristin Mitchell’s
artwork from
the Rosewood
Art Centre’s “Art
Ed 2015” Exhibit
was featured
on the cover
of Rosewood’s
Fall catalog

Dylan Flaute’s
artwork titled,
“Birds,” took first
place at the state
level in the Ohio
Governor’s Youth
Art Exhibition
and Julia Turner’s
work, titled,
“Night Owl” (left)
was a regional
winner in the
Art Exhibiion

Eighth-grade students from Kettering
Middle School partnered with first-grade
students at Indian Riffle Elementary
School on a “monster” of a project!
The first graders, who were reading the
book, “I Need a Monster,” also began
working on monster drawings in art
class. The eighth graders then helped
their younger friends write their own
stories about their monsters, went back
to their KMS art classes and created and
sewed stuffed dolls in the likeness of each
monster drawing and then presented
the stuffed dolls to the fist graders.
As the winner of the Montgomery
Count Drug-Free Coalition’s poster
contest, Fairmont High School
student, April King, received a $2,000
scholarship that she will use to study
at Wright State University.

Fairmont High School hosts
guest artists’ exhibits and
lectures, in our Wayne Taylor
“teaching gallery.” Local artist/
teacher Andrew Dailey exhibited
his work during the 2015-16
school year and spoke with
and demonstrated drawing
techniques to our art students.

Keress Weidner,
a student at
Fairmont High
School, was
presented
with OAEA’s
2015 Emerging
Artist Award.

The work of Fairmont High School
art photo teacher, Amy Powell, was
published in TIME Magazine. Amy did the
photography for an article titled “The man
who brought down Volkswagen” that was
published in the November/December
2015 edition of the magazine.

Greenmont Elementary School
has an art gallery on display
at Dots Market, where 30-35
pieces of student artwork are
spotlighted and then changed
several times throughout the
school year.

Fairmont High School art teacher,
Meghan Dillon, was recognized
by the National Art Education
Association for her work as editor
on OAEA’s magazine, Artline.
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TEACHING STAFF
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TEACHING STAFF
JOELLEN NICHOLS, counselor and Safety 
Patrol Advisor at Beavertown Elementary
School, with KDP Chief Christopher
Protsman, KFD Asst. Chief Nick Hosford and
Alex Needles, recipient of the 2016 AAA
Lifesaving Award. Nichols was selected as the
2015-16 AAA Safety Patrol Advisor of the Year.
 SCOTT LEO, who encourages his Interactive
Media students to submit their work to
award programs and competitions, was
on-hand to congratulate former
student, Brian Kinnison when he was
awarded an Emmy for his music video.
Kettering Middle School art teacher, 
LINDSAY GUSTAFSON, was named
the Ohio Art Education Association’s
Outstanding Art Teacher for the Western
Ohio Region, recognizing not only her
work in the classroom, but also her work
with after-school art clubs that bring art
opportunities to more than 100 regular ed
students and students with special needs.

The staff at J.E. Prass
Elementary School
delivering homemade
cookies to the Kettering
Police Department to
show their support for our
men and women in blue
... and the finest police
department in the land.


 TERESA EWING, a third-grade teacher at
Prass Elementary School, was recognized
as a STEMtastic Teacher during a monthly
Science Saturdays Show that
is held at the Engineer’s Club
in downtown Dayton. Ewing,
who is one of Kettering’s STEM
Fellows, was recognized for
her commitment to promoting
STEM education to our future
generations of inventors
and engineers.

Lindsay Gustafson’s work with
after-school art clubs is just one of
the reasons she was named one
of Ohio’s best art teachers last year.


Members of the Kettering Education Association
purchased, prepared and served dinner to 14 families
at the Ronald McDonald House. The KEA members
plan to make the family dinners at RMH a regular
occurrence throughout the school year.

Fairmont Career Tech Center Automotives instructor, 
SCOTT BEIRISE, was one of only two secondary or postsecondary instructors in the State of Ohio to receive the
2016 ASE Industry Education Alliance Instructor Recognition
Award. This recognition showcases instructors who have set
themselves apart through excellence in the classroom and
beyond on behalf of their students and career technical education.

Amie Schroeder, dressed
“to the nines,” poses with
students at Oakview’s Red
Carpet Event to celebrate
Great American Heroes.

BUSINESS SERVICES

SAFETY & SECURITY ••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Through an
agreement with the
City of Kettering, the
Kettering City Schools
added an additional
School Resource
Officer, allowing for
an officer to be
on-campus at
Fairmont High School
on a full-time basis.

Conducted safety drills, based on the
principles of the A.L.I.C.E program
in each school building.
Expanding the exterior camera systems at
Kettering and Van Buren middle schools.
Developed and updated the annual district
and individual school safety plans for
submission to the State of Ohio.

•••••••••••••• TRANSPORTATION ••••••••••••••

5,181 students
are eligible for school bus
transportation on any
given school day

In a typical school year, drivers travel 71,000 miles
on field trips, including transporting students to
athletic and marching band events.

The 64 drivers and 21 bus aides in Kettering’s
Transportation Department logged a total of
route miles during the 2015-16 school year...

that’s enough to circle the Earth

624,780

25 times.

The Kettering City Schools Transportation Department
maintains an excellent record with the
Ohio State Highway Patrol on periodic safety inspections.
In addition to the district’s 12 school buildings, Kettering drivers transport
students to 27 private, parochial and special needs schools; provide
transportation for Kettering, Centerville and Oakwood Career Tech Center
students; and provide transportation for Oakwood kindergarten
students through a contract with the Oakwood Board of Education.
Passage of a Permanent Improvement Levy in March of 2016
paved the way for the district to purchase two passenger
vans and 13 new school buses at a cost of $1 million.

The Kettering City School District was
selected as a 2016 recipient of an Achievement
Award in Financial Management by Facility
Management Decisions magazine. The district is
one of just eight recipients nationwide to be
recognized with an Achievement Award.
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Specifically, Kettering was recognized for making improvements to lighting
and HVAC controls across the district that resulted in significant electric and
heating fuel savings. The equipment and lighting improvements, together
with behavioral changes, have resulted in a 37-percent reduction in energy
consumption by the district for the six-year period beginning in 2010.

BUSINESS SERVICES

••••••••••••• BUILDINGS & GROUNDS •••••••••••••
With the community’s support of the March P.I. Levy, the district was
able to embark on major maintenance, repair and renovation projects:
• Replaced the turf field
at Roush Stadium
• Installed a new turf
field at Fairmont
Park Stadium
• Installed a new irrigation
and drainage system
on the Fairmont High
School baseball field
• Completely re-finished
the floor at Trent Arena

• Completed paving and
concrete projects at
J.E. Prass, Greenmont,
Southdale and John F.
Kennedy elementary
schools and at Van
Buren Middle School
• Replaced the roof on
the cafeteria at
J.E. Prass Elementary
School

The Kettering City School District participated in
the “Bring Your Green Challenge,” sponsored by
the Montgomery County DRG3 initiative, Dayton
Power & Light and Vectren. Participation in
the challenge is a sign of an organizations’
commitment to conservation measures.

• 1.3 million-square-feet
of parking lots
• 254 acres of property

The Kettering City School District has entered
l. into an agreement with Solar Integrated
Outside
Resources, whereby the company is leasing
of Greenmont
roof space at Kettering Middle School where
Elementary School,
it has installed solar panels. The district is
which was built after the
purchasing electricity produced by the solar
passage of a bond issue in
panels from Solar Integrated Resources
2002, the “newest” facility in the
Kettering City School District is
at a lower rate than that charged by the
the 54-year-old John F. Kennedy
electric company. The solar panels, located
Elementary School, built as a
on the North and South units, will generate
junior high school in 1964
approximately 30 percent of the electricity
when Lyndon Johnson
used by the KMS campus and Indian Riffle
was president.
Elementary School.
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Kettering’s Buildings
and Grounds Department
employs 54 custodians,
five groundskeepers,
four maintenance
staff members, two
electricians/HVAC
technicians and two
plumbers responsible
for the maintenance
and upkeep of:

FOOD & NUTRITION SERVICES ••••••••••••••••
Did you know??

The Food &
Nutrition Services Department has
51 employees who serve
900 breakfast meals
and 3,900 lunches
every school day
On any given school
day, 200 gallons of
milk are consumed in
Kettering cafeterias.

The Food & Nutrition Services
Department in the Kettering City
Schools is completely self-sufficient
and does not use any General Fund
dollars to operate its breakfast and
lunch programs.

On “Taco Day,” this
very popular menu
item requires 80 pounds of lettuce,
100 pounds of cheese and 360 pounds
of taco meat.
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