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SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE
Members of the
Kettering City School Community:
On behalf of the Kettering Board of
Education, the administration, the staff
and the students of the Kettering City
School District, I welcome you to our
2017 Quality Profile. This is a publication
we share annually with our community to give you -- the
individuals whose support makes all of the excellent
opportunities we offer to the young people of the
Kettering Schools possible – a chance to get an overview
of happenings during the 2016-17 school year that
contributed to a rich tradition of quality education
here in Kettering.
In this age of accountability, our public schools are graded
and ranked at the state level by various standardized
assessments. While we welcome quality accountability
measures, such as state testing, we feel that our
community also wants to know that their support of
our school district is providing our young people with
well-rounded experiences that include strong and varied
academic options, a robust performance and visual arts
program, a wide range of athletic opportunities, access to
clubs and other student activities that meet the diverse
extra-curricular wants and needs of our student body and
the opportunity to serve not only their school community,
but their greater community, as well.
Thank you for taking the time to peruse this publication
and to learn more about the many great things we have
going on in our schools each and every day. As always,
I welcome any and all thoughts, questions and concerns
about the information included in our 2017 Quality Profile
and about your Kettering City Schools.
Sincerely,

L. Scott Inskeep
Superintendent
scott.inskeep@ketteringschools.org
(937) 499-1430
BOARD OF EDUCATION

Beavertown Elementary

2700 Wilmington Pike, 45419
Mike Kozarec, Principal
mike.kozarec@ketteringschools.org............................937-499-1740

Greenmont Elementary

1 E. Wren Circle, 45420
Brian Zawodny, Principal
brian.zawodny@ketteringschools.org..........................937-499-1850

Indian Riffle Elementary

3090 Glengarry Drive, 45420
Debbie Beiter, Principal
debbie.beiter@ketteringschools.org............................937-499-1720

J.F. Kennedy Elementary

5030 Polen Drive, 45440
Monica Butcher, Principal
monica.butcher@ketteringschools.org........................937-499-1830

Kettering Early Childhood Education Center

2600 Holman Street, Moraine, 45439
Cindy Smith, Coordinator
cindy.smith@ketteringschools.org...............................937-499-1450

LORI SIMMS PARKS, President
JENNIFER KANE, Vice-President
JIM AMBROSE
GEORGE BAYLESS (Service on Board of Education
concludes on December 31, 2017)
JULIE GILMORE
EDWARD BREEN
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(Service on Board of Education
commences on January 1, 2018)

Oakview Elementary

4001 Ackerman Blvd., 45429
Aaron Smith, Principal
aaron.smith@ketteringschools.org..............................937-499-1870

MISSION & VISION
The mission of the Kettering City Schools, in
partnership with the family and community,
is to guarantee a superior educational
experience for all students by providing
a positive and innovative environment
while responsibly utilizing resources.

Orchard Park Elementary

600 E. Dorothy Lane, 45419
Micki Ambrose, Principal
micki.ambrose@ketteringschools.org..........................937-499-1910

J.E. Prass Elementary

2601 Parklawn Drive, 45440
Valerie Dupler, Principal
valerie.dupler@ketteringschools.org...........................937-499-1780

Southdale Elementary

1200 W. Dorothy Lane, 45409

Jay Borchers, Principal
jay.borchers@ketteringschools.org..............................937-499-1890

Kettering Fairmont High School 3301 Shroyer Road, 45429

Tyler Alexander, Principal
tyler.alexander@ketteringschools.org.........................937-499-1601

A Hero Among Us!
Terry Randolph, the head custodian at Indian
Riffle Elementary, was recognized at a spring
Board of Education meeting for his quick
actions in performing the Heimlich Maneuver
on a student who was eating lunch, removing
the blockage from the child’s throat. The
student recovered quickly, and her mother
took her to the doctor as a precaution. Debbie
Beiter, Indian Riffle’s principal, noted in her
comments during the Board Meeting that

“Terry is always in the cafeteria during
lunch, helping students open their milk
or carry their trays to the table or even
giving a child some change when they
forget their lunch money. We never know
when a child may need us. On March 1,
it was Terry who was the hero when the
student was choking and needed help!”

Kettering Middle School

3000 Glengarry Drive, 45420
Brian Snyder, Principal
brian.snyder@ketteringschools.org.............................937-499-1550

Van Buren Middle School

3775 Shroyer Road, 45429
Sarah Adams, Principal
sarah.adams@ketteringschools.org.............................937-499-1800
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SERVICE AND PARTNERSHIPS

Spirit Chain

Fairmont High School
raised $90,620.49 for the annual Spirit
Chain competition with Centerville High
School to benefit “Fall Feast,” “A Special
Wish,” “Building Bridges” and the “Kettering
Backpack Program.” Fairmont once again
captured the Spirit Chain trophy, but
everyone was a winner in this friendly
contest, as Centerville raised more than
$
60,000 for its charities.

Spirit Chain

Blood Drives

Students in Fairmont’s Allied
Health Tech Prep Program assist the Community
Blood Center in holding fall and spring Blood Drives.
Fairmont reached 100-percent of its collection
goals, with 438 individuals donating blood. In
addition, Fairmont won the Red Cord Excellence grant
for the second consecutive year, with the most
seniors qualifying for the Red Cord Honor Program
by registering to donate three or more times during
their high school years.

Blood Drive

Police Chief for the Day

Supplies for Safety, a Kettering
Leadership Academy project, provides
school supply “Starter Kits” to any
kindergartner who attends the City of
Kettering’s Safety Village, sponsored
by the Dorwood Optimist Club. In turn,
a raffle is held and a kindergartner is
chosen as “Police Chief for the Day” and
has the opportunity to meet and talk
with Kettering Police Chief Christopher
Protsman and to learn about the
Kettering Police Department.

Honor Flight

Honor Flight

Members of
Fairmont’s United Student Body
(USB) uphold a tradition started back
when Honor Flight Dayton was a Sprit
Chain charity in 2012, by traveling to
the Dayton International Airport to
welcome groups of veterans home
from their trips to the Vietnam
Veteran’s Memorial in Washington, D.C.

Police Chief for the Day

Strive Scholarship Award Winners

The Kettering Rotary Club sponsors a
mentoring program whereby members team up with Fairmont High School students who
want to improve upon their GPA before their high school graduation. The Rotary awards
scholarships to the students who have the most-improved senior year GPAs and who also
make a commitment to service during their last year of high school.
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STRIVE SCHOLARSHIP –

Happy Iradukunda

SERVICE AND PARTNERSHIPS

Child Identity Programs The Moraine Police

Walk-to-School Day

Department teams up with families at the Kettering Early
Childhood Education Center to do fingerprinting and to
provide helpful information about “Stranger Danger”
and child safety and security.

Read-A-Thon The students in Kristen Bodiker’s 2ndgrade class at John F. Kennedy Elementary School held
a Read-a-Thon and collected pledges that they used to
purchase holiday food and gift items for the needy.

Muse Machine Muse Machine, a celebrated arts

Police Chief for the Day

education organization, helps students explore a creative
path, while also collaborating with classroom teachers to
illuminate various subject matter. Students participate
in week-long Elementary Residency programs, whereby
classroom teachers are paired with professional artists
and together, they bring a curriculum to life.

Walk/Bike-to-School Day Each year,

the Kettering Schools team up with the City of
Kettering to promote Safe Routes to School on
Walk-and-Bike-to-School Day.

Moraine Police Kid ID

Kennedy Holiday Food Drive

Holiday Food Drive

Fairmont’s annual Food Drive
seems to get bigger and bigger
each year, and this year was no
exception! More than 7,500 food
items were donated by students
and staff district wide, and
donated to local food banks.

STRIVE SCHOLARSHIP –

Patrick Ndayishimie

STRIVE SCHOLARSHIP –

Rawan Shalash

Kennedy Holiday Food Drive
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FISCAL ACCOUNTABILITY

COST-SAVING MEASURES
Actual Healthcare Savings.................................................... $785,000
Medicaid Filing *.................................................................... $617,970
Attendance and Enrollment Recoup **............................... $587,400
*

Reimbursement for therapy and assessments provided to Medicaid-eligible special education students.

**

2016-17 was the first school year that the district’s Central Enrollment Department was fully
operational. In addition to handling all student registrations, this department is charged with
investigating residency issues to make certain (1) That a student’s parent/guardian is a resident of
the Kettering City School District and (2) That the district does not get charged by community/charter
schools or the Montgomery County Educational Service Center for educational services provided to
students who are not residents of the Kettering City School District.

The Kettering City School District and Treasurer/CFO Daniel
Schall received the Ohio Auditor of State Award with
Distinction for excellence in financial reporting for the
2016 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR.)

“Good finance is important to everything government
does, and sound budgetary decisions depend on clean
and accurate books.” — Dave Yost, Auditor of State

Kettering
remains
committed to
spending the
majority of funds
on Classroom
Instruction
Percent of
Funds Spent
on Classroom
Instruction

70.1%
How does the
Kettering City
School District
rank in comparison
to other districts
of similar size?

19 out of 46
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2017 REVENUE BREAKDOWN

AMOUNT

Taxes

52,023,233

Tuition/Transportation

889,020

Rollback

6,465,258

TPP Reimbursement

2,942,626

Tan Personal Prop Tax

8,601,608

State

16,931,949

Other

4,139,485
TOTAL

2017 EXPENSE BREAKDOWN

PERCENTAGE

57%
1%
7%
5%
9%
18%
3%

91,993,180

$

AMOUNT

PERCENTAGE

Salaries

54,662,977

60%

Benefits

22,102,740

25%

Curriculum/Spec Ed

4,662,985

5%

Business

3,414,459

4%

506,331

1%

4,554,504

5%

Technology
Other/Overhead
TOTAL

89,903,996

$

ACADEMICS & TECHNOLOGY

Polycom Cell
The Instructional Services Department hosted a STEAM Night, and
the more than 1,500 students and their family members in attendance
had the opportunity to demonstrate or participate in a wide variety of
Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math activities.

Through the magic of Polycom, Fairmont science teacher,
Steve Cotrone, transported his classroom-sized cell
into middle and elementary school classrooms and
delivered cell presentations tailored to the students’
different age levels.

8th graders from Kettering Middle School teamed
up with students from Indian Riffle Elementary on a
cross-curricular project whereby they
collaborated on writing a story
about a monster, based on the
book, I Need My Monster,
which the first-graders
were reading in class.
The project culminated
with the 8th graders
presenting the
younger students
with their very own
“stuffy,” hand-sewn by
the students in their art
classes at KMS.

Fairmont High School offers students the opportunity to enroll in College
Credit Plus courses that provide them with college credit while still in
high school. Fairmont offers eight CCP courses on-campus, and also
has CCP partnerships with Wright State University, Sinclair Community
College and Cincinnati State Technical and Community College.
Kettering’s middle school students have the opportunity to take Career
Exploratory, which exposes them to the wide variety of careers available
in all 16 career clusters. Students also learn about the choices they have
for education after high school, and the 21st-century career skills needed
to be successful in the workforce. Students are administered career and
skill assessments. In addition, they participate in hands-on projects that
are combined with learning experiences to allow them to get a feel for
the types of skills needed in each career cluster and what career or
careers might be right for them.
Students in the Kettering Alternative Program secured a
$20,000 grant from the Ardmore Institute of Health to build
an aquaponics system for the Dayton Food Bank. Aquaponics,
which the KAP students had been studying in-depth, is a process
that raises fish in a hydroponic system, then uses the fish to
fertilize plants for growing vegetables.
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ACADEMICS & TECHNOLOGY
Fairmont was the first high school in the area to partner
with the Drug Enforcement Agency’s Dayton Office, and the
FBI’s Cincinnati Field Office to do a school-wide screening
of the FBI-DEA-produced documentary video, “Chasing the
Dragon: The Life of an Opiate Addict.” As part of the weeklong effort to help educate our young people about the
opioid and heroin epidemic, the screening of the video was
followed up with a panel discussion that was broadcast to
each Advisory classroom in the school. Student and staff
questions were fielded by representatives from the FBI,
DEA and Kettering Police, as well as school administration
and prevention and treatment specialists.

MEMBERS OF THE

CLASS OF 2017
EARNED MORE THAN

8.1
million

$

IN SCHOLARSHIPS
TO COLLEGES AND
UNIVERSITIES ACROSS
THE COUNTRY.

“Chasing the Dragon”

Southdale Elementary School’s
Destination Imagination Team
placed first in regional
competition and third at the state
DI tournament and qualified for
the DI Global Finals. The team
traveled to Nashville, where they
had the opportunity to interact
and compete with peers from
the United States, Guatemala,
Mexico, the Cayman Islands,
Canada, China, and Turkey. The
Imagimaniacs finished in the
top 25 percent of all the teams
competing at the Global Finals.

Southdale Imagimaniacs

WSU College
of Engineering

Students at Fairmont High School
have the opportunity to take
17 Advanced Placement classes and
19 International Baccalaureate classes.
Kettering Middle School math teacher,
Sue Conver, annually brings in speakers
from the Ohio Valley Association of
Builders and Contractors who discuss
careers in the construction trades and
assist the students in starting a water
park design project, which the students
then complete in the following days.
More than 100 Kettering and
Van Buren middle school students
earned high school credit by taking
high school-level foreign language,
geometry and/or English classes.
Kettering elementary students assisted
with the editing of “My Dream House,”
a book by Nancy Slezak that teaches
young people the steps and economics
of buying a house. The book is just
one in a series of many published by
Children’s Historical Publishing, which
develops learning activity books and
music for young people that spotlight
cultural, historical and societal topics.
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15

Congratulations to the
members of
Fairmont’s

Class of 2017

who completed
the rigorous International
Baccalaureate Diploma
Program.

Van Buren Middle School students use STEM skills
to research, design, build, and test scale models
of kayaks, before building their actual boats
out of only cardboard and tape for the annual
Kayak Races, held at the Wright State University
Natatorium. Students get the opportunity to tour
the Wright State University College of Engineering
and Computer Science after the races conclude.
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After-school Game Club

N

ACADEMICS & TECHNOLOGY
Congratulations to the 2017 Valedictorian,
CLAIRE SULLIVAN, graduating with a GPA of
4.55; and to 2017 Salutatorian, MADISON
LAYER, graduating with a GPA of 4.5

M

AD

One of her students’ favorite units?
Atmospheric air pressure. Why? Because
science teacher Debbie Lowe vacuum
presses the students into a trash
bag so that they can actually feel the
pressure of the air above them.

IS O

N LAYER

The Kettering City School District
became one of the first school districts
nationwide to be a participant in the
Google for Education Reference District Program,
which identifies innovative districts to serve as references
to other districts and independent schools throughout
the country in the use of the wide range of Google for
Education tools.
1:1 technology program with
Chromebooks or tablets in
the hands of every student,
grades K-12, and a wide
variety of resources – such
as Smartboards, interactive
projectors and mediascapes in
classrooms and media centers
across the district.
The district migrated to
Power School, a new, web-based
student information system.

Fairmont’s
literary magazine,

Aerie,

once again received
an

EXCELLENT

rating from the
National Council of
Teachers of English (NCTE)
FOR ITS 2016 EDITION.

Students at Fairmont High School took their love of gaming
and parlayed it into the establishment of an after-school
Game Club where the students can compete using their
gaming skills.

Studying atmospheric pressure

Students on Kettering Middle School’s Math Team
competed in both the American Mathematics
Competitions (AMC-8) and the MATHCOUNTS
competition, placing in the top 10 in both contests.
The Math Team met on Tuesdays after school and on
Saturday mornings to prepare for these difficult and
highly competitive events.
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SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES
The Kettering City School District provides comprehensive educational
programming support and related services to students with special needs
who are ages 3-22:
• Preschool Services for children
with identified special needs,
ages 3-5, provided in an
integrated setting with their
typically developing peers
• Individual and
small-group instruction

• Resource rooms and
specialized classrooms
• Sensory rooms
• Contracted services with
the Montgomery County
Educational Service Center

Transition students, Anna Weatherspoon, Theresa
Cunningham, Alex Wertheimer, Peyton Smith, Jacob
Lawson and Rebecca Evans, and staff members, Laura
Heitz, Joyce Tarter and Mike Barnes helped out each
week with the Kettering Backpack Program.

Fairmont Industries combines instruction in academics with hands-on

learning activities that provide students with opportunities to acquire skills
that they will use to successfully live life in their communities and move on to
post-secondary education or the workforce after high school.
Adult Transition Services is a program for young adults who are on an

Individualized Education Plan (IEP) and who have earned all required high
school credits but wish to remain in an educational setting until their 22nd
birthday. This community based program focuses on employability/job
training, transportation skills, money management, recreation/leisure activities
and daily living skills.

The mission of Transition Services is to assist young adults
and their families in transitioning from high school to
adulthood, by increasing independence and participation
at home, in work settings and out in the community.

Kettering firefighters assist Shoes for the Shoeless in
fitting students who need them with a new pair of shoes.

The Kettering City Schools employ a dedicated, highly trained staff of
professionals, including intervention specialists; occupational and physical
therapists; speech and language pathologists; adaptive physical education
instructors; interpreters; and nurses and other medical specialists to meet the
unique needs of its special education population.

Laura Ferguson and Amanda Watamaniuk, KCS physical therapists, applied
for and received a grant from the Kettering Education Foundation to install
an adaptive playground at Prass Elementary School. The goal of this project is
to provide a play space for all students to use, so that those students unable to
use the regular equipment have the opportunity and ability to interact with their
same-aged peers. The project includes a very unique musical sound garden that
can be used by students of all abilities. The musical play equipment includes a
battery operated piano, drum, and rain wheel in a two-sided panel.
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Jacob Lawson
looking dapper
as he prepares for
mock interviews as
he learns the
skills needed to
secure a job.

Theresa Cunningham,
Anna Weatherspoon and
Aly Bollinger are “dressed
to the nines” for the annual
Special Prom, held at
the Montgomery County
Educational Service Center.

Kettering Medical Center is a favorite
employer of students in both the
Transition Program and Fairmont Industries.

INTEGRATED PRESCHOOL

Serving the early educational needs of
typically developing preschoolers
and preschoolers with special needs.
✴. We believe all children are special and unique.
✴. We believe that all children should be treated with respect.
✴ We believe all children can be successful.
✴ We believe that all students can learn.
✴ We believe that all children benefit from a caring and

engaging learning environment.
✴ We believe that parents are children’s first teacher.
✴ We believe that students perform best when the school and
home team communicate and work together.

✴ ✴ ✴ INTEGRATED PRESCHOOL PROGRAM ✴ ✴ ✴

The Integrated Preschool Programs at Greenmont, Oakview and Indian Riffle
elementary schools began the detailed Step up to Quality rating process
through the Ohio Department of Education during the 2016-17 school
year. The district received notice in October of 2017 that all three
programs had been awarded 5-Star Ratings. These preschool
programs join the Pathfinders/Integrated programs at the
Kettering Early Childhood Education Center (KECEC) and
John F. Kennedy Elementary School in achieving the highest
quality rating possible for early childhood education programs.

Step Up To Quality (SUTQ) is a five-star
quality rating and improvement
system administered by the Ohio
Department of Education and the
Ohio Department of Job and
Family Services.

✴ ✴ ✴ PATHFINDERS PRESCHOOL ✴ ✴ ✴
The Pathfinders Preschool Program is an early learning
program funded by the Ohio Department of Education,
open to preschoolers living in Montgomery County and
operated by the Kettering City School District at KECEC
and John F. Kennedy Elementary School.

The Kettering
Early Childhood
Education Center
(KECEC), and
Greenmont,
Oakview and
Indian Riffle
elementary
schools are
sites for the
Kettering City
School District’s
Integrated
Preschool
Program.

Greenmont Preschooler’s Art was on display at the Dayton Art
Institute for a Passport to Kindergarten Family Event.
Dawn Potter’s classroom was a part of PNC’s Passport
to Kindergarten Program. This program is
designed to enrich young children’s experiences
with books and interactions to promote
vocabulary growth. Family Events
are designed to support parent
interactions and discussions
with their preschoolers, all
essential experiences to
support student success as
they enter kindergarten.

“Reading
Buddies”
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ATHLETICS

8 Athletes 60 Athletes

were named to Greater

were named to Greater

Western Ohio Conference

Western Ohio Conference

All-Conference Teams

All-Division Teams

The Fairmont Firebird Field Hockey Team
received the Ohio High School Athletic
Association’s Sportsmanship, Ethics and
Integrity Award for the 2016-17 academic year.

Fairmont High School
Athletic Director,
CHRIS WEAVER, was
selected by the Southwest
Ohio Athletic Directors
Association as the 2017
recipient of the SWOADA
Sportsmanship, Ethics,
and Integrity Award.
12

More than

800

athletes participate
in 29 high school sports

Wrestler

Nevan Snodgrass
was named Greater
Western Ohio
Conference East Division
Athlete of the Year

The Fairmont Comp Cheer Team received the Bronze medal
at the National High School Cheer Championships (NHSCC)
held in Orlando, Florida. This was the 6th year in row that
the squad has placed at this prestigious competition.

ATHLETICS

32 Athletes

representing 7 teams
competed in State
Level Contests

150 26 Athletes

More than
junior and senior athletes
were recognized as
Scholar Athletes with
a GPA of 3.25 or better

committed to play
collegiate sports

Boys’ Tennis Coach
Matt Hughes was
presented with the
Ohio High School
Athletic Association’s
Sportsmanship, Ethics,
and Integrity Award.

The generosity of the Fairmont Athletic Boosters continues to
provide for upgrades at Fairmont Park Stadium, our baseball and
softball fields and at Roush Stadium. The Boosters also purchased
team and league banners for Trent Arena, two new sets of
Volleyball Standards and a basketball shooting machine.
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MUSIC & PERFORMING ARTS

The Fairmont Theatre Department produced four plays during
the 2016-17 school year, and five Fairmont students won
High School DayTony Awards for performances in the fall play,
The Crucible, the winter play, The Worst High School Play;
and the spring musical, The Music Man.
The Indian Riffle Firebird Chorus was
selected to sing the National Anthem and
God Bless America at the Veteran’s Day
dedication of Kettering’s Veteran’s Memorial
Plaza and Charles F. Kettering Inventors’ Walk.
All four of Fairmont’s Orchestras –
Symphony Orchestra, Philharmonia
Orchestra and two Concert Orchestras –
received Superior ratings, the highest
rating possible, at the February 2017
OMEA State Orchestra Competition.

For the 19th
consecutive
year, the
Marching
Firebirds
received the
highest rating
possible at
the OMEA
State Marching
Band Finals

Fairmont Orchestra 2017

The Fairmont Theatre Department
graduated

student
20 Thespians
and inducted

22 new student Thespians in association

ELEVENTH HOUR
14

was selected as the only high school group
from across the country to perform at the American Choral Directors
Association National Conference in Minneapolis.

with the Educational Theatre Association, a
non-profit organization that recognizes student
achievement in theater, supports teachers
through professional development and
networking opportunities, and promotes theatre
education as essential to building life skills.

MUSIC & PERFORMING ARTS

For the 5th year in a row, Kettering was named
a Best Communities for Music Education by the
National Association of Music Merchants

The Marching Firebirds received their highest score in school history at
the Bands of America Regional Championships, a two-day event held at
Lucas Oil Stadium that features some of the top bands in a 10-state region.
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VISUAL ARTS
ELLEN JONES and HAILIE
HAIGHT, then-8th graders at

Kettering Middle School, had
their artwork selected for the 2017
Ohio Art Education Association’s
juried Young People’s Art Exhibition
and Youth Art Month Exhibit.
[ 16 ] H.HAIGHT

More than 100 students in the
art classes of art teachers, SUSAN
BENNETT, PATTI BOONE,
MARK HARRIS, LINDSAY
GUSTAFSON and MICHELE
CLARK, helped local artists Beth

Holyoke and Kathi Seidle create
the public artwork located at
the City of Kettering’s Habitat
Environmental Center, located
behind Southdale School.
Fairmont students, ELLA DAVIS
and GILLIAN GOLDEN, and
John F. Kennedy Elementary
student, ELLA BUCKINGHAM,
were presented with cash awards
of $250 for their winning entries
in the annual Dyer, Garofolo,
Mann and Schultz Calendar
Contest. Fairmont High School
and JFK also received $1,000
awards from the law firm. The
two schools earmarked the funds
to be used to maintain the high
school’s Art Garden and Pond
and to purchase a clay slab roller
for the art room at JFK.
[ 21 ] E.DAVIS
[ 22 ] E.BUCKINGHAM
[ 23 ] G.GOLDEN

Fairmont students in
Art Photo photograph
themselves with
various backdrops
inspired by the artist,
Kehinde Wiley. [ 2 ]

AIDAN WHITE, then an 8th

grader at Kettering Middle
School, was the youngest artist to
have his work selected for the Art
and Soul Exhibit, a juried art show
for people with disabilities.
[ 10 ] A.WHITE

GAIL DRUMMER organized the

Southdale Staff Art Day as a
stress-buster for staff members.
The artwork adorns the wall at
the school. [ 13 ]
KRISTIN MILLER collaborated
with music teacher, COURTNEY
NICHOLL, and P.E. teacher,
SARAH LEIGHNER, on a cross-

curricular project with 3rd-grade
artists. The project combined
famous paintings done with
acrylic on large-scale rolls of
canvas, with music and
movement to match the mood
of the paintings.
[ 3 & 4 ] IR LIVING MURAL

Art classes are offered to students
in the elementary and middle
school grades, and students at
Fairmont High School can choose
from among 12 different classes
in the visual arts, including IB
Art, AP2D Design, AP3D
Design, College Credit
Plus, digital and darkroom
photography, sculpture, crafts
and Art 1, Art 2 and Art3.

COLIN CUNNINGHAM, KATY
BRYANT and MAEVE O’HARA

were awarded Emerging Artist
Awards by the Dayton Art
Institute and had their work
exhibited at the DAI.
[ 10 ] M.O’HARA
[ 5 & 8 ] C.CUNNINGHAM

SHANNON STEINER, with

work displayed at the Dayton Art
Institute. Shannon was awarded a
prestigious Yeck Scholarship and
had the opportunity to attend
classes at DAI. [ 15 ] S.STEINER
Art teachers, MEGHAN DILLON
and PATRICIA BOONE, had their
work and the work of a select
group of their students chosen for
Wright State University’s annual
Teacher + Student Regional
High School Exhibition.
Students at Greenmont
Elementary School put smiles on
the faces of shoppers with their
artwork, on display throughout
the school year,
in the Greenmont
Art Gallery at Dot’s
Market. [ 11 & 12 ]

LINDSAY GUSTAFSON secured

a grant from the Ohio Art
Education Association that
paved the way for her to initiate
a bookbinding project with her
students. [ 17 ]
COLLIN COMBS received

national recognition in the
2017 Scholastic Art & Writing
Awards, earning a Silver Medal
for his work titled, My Friends
and an American Visions Medal
for his work titled, projection
of the interpsellar space b o y s.
His work has been displayed at
Carnegie Hall in New York City
and at the U.S Department of
Education in Washington, D.C.
[ 7 ] C.COMBS

[ 1 ] PATTI BOONE
[ 18 ] BETH FENSEL
[ 6 ] LEXIE WEAVER

2

1

3

4
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VISUAL ARTS
The work of Fairmont Art/
Photo teacher, AMY POWELL,
was featured in The Guardian, a
British daily newspaper.
[ 24 ] A.POWELL

Van Buren Middle School
students were challenged to
create a skateboard deck design
during art teacher MICHELE
CLARK’S unit teaching craft and
applied arts. ISABELLE HOUSE’S
design won first place, and she
received a real skateboard deck
on which she was able to recreate
her design. [ 20 ] I.HOUSE
Fairmont’s DYLAN PHIPPS was
presented with a “Top 25” award
for a photo in his series titled,
No Face, No Name; and classmate
CARRIE TERRELL earned a
“Top 300” award in
the Ohio Governor’s
Youth Art Exhibition.

ISABELLE HOUSE, BRIANNA
JOHNSON, ANNA BENCH
and MAYA BITTNER from

Van Buren Middle School were
invited to create mixed media
artworks that will become part
of a massive collaborative public
art piece headed by American
artist, Jennifer Marsh. “The
Dream Rocket Project” will include
approximately 9,000 works of art
that will be sewn together to wrap
a 385-foot Space Launch System
(SLS) rocket, inspired by NASA’s
“Mission to Mars and Beyond”
program. [ 14 ] B.JOHNSON
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CAREER TECH CENTER
DECA is an international

association of high
school and college
students and teachers of
marketing, management
and entrepreneurship
in business, finance,
hospitality, and marketing
sales and service.

CAMERON KNOPP, BRODY MAST and JACK SEUBERT,
national qualifiers in the DECA Nationals in the
Business/Business Academy category

For an unprecedented 8TH year in a row, Fairmont’s
Project Lead the Way Engineering Students were the
State Champions in the Real World Design Challenge
(RWDC.) (L to R) CALEB UECKERT, MICHAEL MAAS,
DANIEL HOSFORD, SAM BODEN, SARAH SKINNER

RWDC is an annual competition that
provides high school students, grades 9-12,
the opportunity to work on real-world
engineering challenges in a team environment.

For the 2ND year in a row, an Interactive Media
Tech Prep student brought home an Emmy
Award. BRITTANY PECKHAM is the winner of
a prestigious Emmy Award from the Ohio Valley
Chapter of the National Academy of Television Arts
& Sciences for her video, Born to Create
18

MEGAN BURTON, national
qualifier in Marketing
at the DECA Nationals

FCCLA National
Qualifiers,
BEHRAM KHAN,
SINAIT SARFINO,
and
JESSI URICHICH

Early Childhood Education students
working to earn their Child Development
Associate (CDA) Industry Credential.

FCCLA,
for Family,
Career and
Community Leaders
of America, is a
career and technical
student organization
that aims to help
youth in public
and private schools
with family bonds,
careers, and
participation
in the community

41%

of juniors and seniors in the
Fairmont Career Tech Center
are also enrolled in at least one
International Baccalaureate (IB) or
Advanced Placement (AP) course.

Fairmont
Career Tech
Center graduates
earned more than

500,000

$

in scholarship awards.

93

%

CAREER TECH CENTER

Rockin’ it! Students in the
Interactive Media Tech Prep
Program are rightfully proud of
their final class average of 93%
in the College Credit Plus
Mass Communication Course.

Ohio’s College Credit Plus (CCP) helps students
earn college and high school credits at the
same time by taking college courses from
community colleges or universities. The
purpose of this program is to promote rigorous
academic pursuits and to provide a wide
variety of options to college-ready students

FAIRMONT CAREER
TECH CENTER
GRADUATES EARNED

1,600
COLLEGE
CREDIT HOURS,

WORTH MORE THAN

160,000

$

16 members of Fairmont’s Interactive Media Tech
Prep Program were 2017 International Collegiate
Broadcasting Award winners:

Interactive Media Tech Prep students, MICAH
KOVERMAN and EMMA BAKER (with instructor
SCOTT LEO) were First-Place and Best-in-Show
winners at the annual Tech Prep Showcase, held
at Sinclair Community College.
Tech Prep Showcase provides students with the
opportunity to network with other students, and
to interact with judges from education, business,
industry and labor. Students develop contextual
learning projects based on the skills and knowledge
they have gained in their Tech Prep classes,
and these projects are
judged using
various rubrics.

47%

of students in grades 9-12
participated in Career Tech Center
semester elective classes or in a
two-year Tech Prep program

ALEXANDER KINNE
Best Radio
News Feature Story
ALEX JOHANSEN
Best Radio Campus
News Coverage
KAILI ZAVAKOS
Best Radio
Political News Coverage
EMMA BAKER
Best Radio
Commercial Spot
MATTHEW TUURI
Best Radio
Sports Update
TIMOTHY EDMONDS
Best TV Variety Program

DUNCAN FRAZIER
MICAH KOVERMAN
MEGAN GUYETT
& MAX WILLIAMS
Best TV
Comedy Program
BRITTANY PECKHAM
Best TV Program
Promotion
TIMOTHY EDMONDS
MEGAN GUYETT
SYRRINA MULLINS
& MAX WILLIAMS
Best TV Commercial/
Promotion
MICAH KOVERMAN
Best Use of Twitter,
Instagram, & YouTube

international collegiate
broadcasting award
19

TEACHING STAFF

394 99
21
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1
15

SPECIAL
EDUCATION
TEACHERS

CLASSROOM TEACHERS

OCCUPATIONAL
THERAPISTS

COUNSELORS

AUXILIARY
SERVICES
STAFF MEMBERS

SCHOOL NURSES

SPEECH &
LANGUAGE
PATHOLOGISTS

PHYSICAL THERAPIST

A Day in the Life.
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Beth Hann, a science teacher at Fairmont High School, was the
recipient of the Society for Advancement of Material and Process
Engineering (SAMPE) Foundation’s William Dahlgren Teacher of
Excellence Award. The award is presented to a K-12 teacher who
inspires his/her students toward careers in math, science
and engineering.

ta r

Kettering teachers, Teresa Ewing, Nancy Galusha,
Doug Callinan, Allison Mittlekamp, Stephanie
Marshall and Tracie Carmoega and Elementary
Curriculum Leader, Justin Cline, attended the
Teacher Air Camp at Wright State University,
where educators engage in immersive and
collaborative STEM activities.
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Christy Kremer was selected by Channel 2 and River Valley Credit
Union for “Teacher of the Month” honors. Teachers are selected
based on the nominations of parents and recognized for going
“above and beyond” in their jobs.

en

ga
Build relations
wa
hips
ren
t
e
Facilitate s
uppo hat e ss,
co
r
n
t
g
c
Data Team me
etin roups our nfl
i
gs
POSITIVE B
for – gr age
EHA
i
VIO
e
Promote comm RAL IN acad f, d
unit
TE
e
R

20

The Dayton Regional STEM Center presented the Kettering City
Schools and Kettering teachers, Bern Schwieterman, Beth
Frederick, Nancy Galusha and Teresa Ewing with the STEM
Center’s STEM Education School-Based Collaboration Award in
recognition of the team’s “exemplary commitment to expanding
high-quality informal STEM Education opportunities” in the
Kettering Schools.

TEACHING STAFF

Christy Kremer

Lindsay Gustafson, art teacher at Kettering Middle School, was one of 90 teachers from across
the country to be awarded a $300 tech grant from Subway and Fresh Films. The grant program
is all part of Fresh Films’ nationwide program to help students engage with technology and
STEM careers through its free filmmaking programs.

Indian Riffle Elementary 4th-grade teacher, Karen Smiley-Wertz, and her students celebrate winning the
weekly Math Counts Contest by completing the most math problems at home from the First in Math website.

21

BUSINESS SERVICES

FOOD & NUTRITION SERVICES • • • • •
26 full-time staff members and 25 part-time staff members
in the schools and three staff members working in the
F&NS office at the D. L. Barnes Building

How many meals are served?

✴ 1,086 breakfast meals a day, a number that is steadily
growing and is 18 percent higher than the average
number of meals served last school year.

✴ 3,800 lunch meals each day

The Food & Nutrition Services Department
spends $10,000 a month on
FRESH FRUITS and VEGETABLES.

did you know??
The Food & Nutrition
Services Department

65

is the only department in the
self-sufficient. This means that
all revenue received by the
department must cover
all expenses incurred,
including employee salaries

to Know and Tell:

30

pounds
of NOODLES
are used
for the
typical
spaghetti
menu.

district that is required to be

Fun Facts
1,022

pounds
of
ROMAINE
LETTUCE
are used daily
in Kettering’s
cafeterias.

dozen
HAMBURGER
BUNS (that’s
12,264 buns!)
are purchased,
on average,
each month.

and benefits, all food and
supplies and all equipment

Students and staff members at Fairmont High School
consume four gallons of RANCH DRESSING each day.

purchases and repairs.

66
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TRANSPORTATION • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
BUS
DRIVERS
BUS
AIDES

The Kettering City Schools Transportation
Department consistently receives
an excellent rating with the Ohio State
Highway Patrol on regular safety inspections

5,658

— Students living
in Kettering who
are eligible for
transportation
services.

74,371

— The number
of miles drivers
traveled outside
of their regular
routes, including
transporting
students to field
trips, athletic
events and
marching band
competitions.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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670,032

The number of miles Kettering’s Transportation
Department logged during the 2016-17 school
year, enough to circle the Earth 27 times.

The Kettering Transportation
Department transports
students to Kettering’s
12 public school buildings,
to 11 private and parochial
schools and to four special
needs schools every school day.
In addition, drivers provide
transportation to Centerville
High School for students in
the Kettering/Centerville/
Oakwood Career Tech Center
and provide transportation
for Oakwood kindergarten
students through a contract
with the Oakwood City Schools.

BUSINESS SERVICES

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

1.5-million-square-feet

The number of
square feet of building space in the district

254

The number of acres of property the
Buildings & Grounds staff maintain in the district.

1.3-million-square-feet

The number of
square feet of parking lots across the district
The district continues to make facility
improvements across the district, thanks to the
support of the Kettering community with the
passage of a Permanent Improvement Levy in
2016. Several major projects commenced during
the 2016-17 school year and were completed
during the summer of 2017, including:

Bleacher Project

✴ BLEACHER PROJECT. The gymnasium bleachers

at Indian Riffle and John F. Kennedy elementary
schools were replaced, new bleachers were
installed at Roush Stadium to house the
Marching Firebirds and bleachers were installed
on the visitors’ side at Fairmont Park Field.

Roofing Project

Tennis Court Upgrade

Paving and Concrete Projects

53 CUSTODIANS 5 GROUNDSKEEPERS
PLUMBERS
4 MAINTENANCE
STAFF MEMBERS 2
2 ELECTRICIANS/HVAC TECHNICIANS

✴ ROOFING PROJECT. The roof on the Auditorium
and Administrative Unit at Kettering Middle
School was replaced at a cost of nearly half-amillion dollars.

✴ PAVING and CONCRETE PROJECTS. Major

paving and concrete projects were completed
at Kettering Middle School, Indian Riffle
Elementary School and Fairmont High School.

✴ TRANSPORTATION CENTER IMPROVEMENTS.
The bus bays at KCS’s Transportation Center
damaged in an arson fire more than 20 years
ago, were repaired and repainted.

✴ TENNIS COURT UPGRADE. The Fairmont

High School Tennis Courts, also open to use
by members of the community when not in
use by the Firebird Tennis Team, were
completely refurbished.

✴ TRACK RESURFACED. The track at Fairmont

Park Field, widely used by the community when
track and field events are not scheduled, was
resurfaced and restriped.

Track Resurfaced

✴ FAIRMONT FIRE SCIENCE STATION. The KFD’s

former Fire Station #32, located on West Dorothy
Lane, was completely renovated for use by the
new Fairmont Fire Science Career Tech Program.

536,241

$

Rebates awarded to the Kettering City
Schools by Dayton Power & Light for LED lighting
upgrades district wide.

Fairmont Fire Science Station

SAFETY & SECURITY

Over the past 6 years, the Kettering City School
District has reduced its energy costs by 33%
through energy saving measures, HVAC system
control upgrades and the installation of solar
energy systems.
The KCS District Safety Plan was reviewed and approved as compliant by Homeland Security

Kettering City School District
3750 Far Hills Avenue
Kettering, Ohio 45429
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